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Que los historiadores colombianos se preocupen por la informacién que sobre
Colombia reposa en los archivos extranjeros no es una novedad si se trata de
periodos anteriores a nuestros tiempos. Pero el que consulten la informacién del
siglo XX en archivos de Estados Unidos o de los paises latinoamericanos si lo es.
Cada vez mas investigadores se sumergen en los archivos donde pueda haber
huellas sobre nuestra historia politica contemporanea. Contribuye a esto la preca-
riedad de la informacion sobre el siglo XX en nuestros archivos y hemerotecas.
Nada mas complicado que la constitucion de un archivo colombiano sobre la
politica en el siglo XX. Cantidades enormes de documentos de ese siglo han
perecido por desidia o por érdenes de las autoridades, por incendios voluntarios o
involuntarios, o simplemente mandados a incinerar para liberar espacio. La
documentacion oficial de la mayoria de los pueblos de Colombia esta, si existe, en
el suelo de hiimedos recintos. Es una obligacion moral de los historiadores, de las
carreras de historia, contribuir a salvar la memoria de los pueblos que se pierde
cuando perece un archivo.

Las embajadas, en los paises donde hay tradicion diplomatica fuerte, contri-
buyen a esclarecer los entuertos histéricos. Su meticulosidad para describir la
cotidianidad de la vida politica, cultural y econdmica de cada nacion constituye una
pieza pertinente para el historiador. En las embajadas se fabrica todo tipo de
informes: politico, econémico, confidencial, etc. El diplomatico tiene conocimien-
to de la cultura politica del pais que describe, conoce sus personajes, asiste a
cocteles y a todo tipo de eventos sociales donde coincide con uno y otro
protagonista de la vida nacional. Va transmitiendo su concepcion de la gente; es
inconfidente, opina sobre los nombramientos de los ministros, hace cdbalas. El
documento fabricado por el diplomatico es tremendamente subjetivo, obedece a
una politica del Estado que representa, pero nos permite acercarnos a entender
como nos veian, cdmo nos consideraban. Asi, los archivos de los Ministerios de
Relaciones Exteriores de Brasil (Itamarati) y de Argentina guardan los documentos
que sobre nosotros construyeron los diplomaticos de Getulio Vargas y de Juan
Domingo Perén en Colombia. Eran las épocas cuando estos Estados se disputaban
lainfluencia sobre nuestro pais para ganarnos como aliados en sus propias disputas.
Y viceversa: en ellos reposan documentos de gente nuestra que se expresaba sobre
la naturaleza de esos regimenes. Pero quiza el acervo documental mas atractivo lo
constituye la National Archives and Records Administration de la ciudad de
Washington. Al cumplir un documento la edad de treinta afios es desclasificado,
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liberado para la consulta publica. Compatriotas como Alberto Donadio y Silvia
Galvis los expulgaron para varias de sus obras. David Fernando Varela los consulto
por mas de tres afios y gracias a su dispendioso trabajo salié a la luz publica el libro
Documentos de la Embajada: 10 arios de historia colombiana segiin diplomdticos
norteamericanos 1943-1953, publicado por Planeta en 1998. Ahora se puede
consultar la década de 1960 y parte de la del setenta. Los documentos que aqui se
reproducen fueron encontrados el pasado mes de agosto cuando me sumergi con
ansiedad en los textos recién liberados por el Departamento de Estado sobre las
mencionadas décadas. Los Estados Unidos veian comunismo en todo lado. El
diplomatico que redactaba el documento cumplia a cabalidad su funcién: descubrir
comunistas o simples potenciales enemigos de ese pais o de la democracia o de la
civilizacion cristiana. En lamira de la sospecha estaba Lopez Michelsen o Belisario
Betancur, lo mismo que los propios comunistas; lo importante era denunciar,
comprobar que el comunismo era el peligro; contribuir, en ultimas, con los
informes, al disefio de una politica coherente anticomunista para Colombia, la
vitrina de la Alianza para el Progreso. Colombia es un ejemplo, el que nos
compete, pero una mirada de soslayo a los informes que se fabricaban en las otras
embajadas norteamericanas del resto del continente, se advierte que el tono
cambia. En el caso colombiano el fantasma del comunismo les aterraba, al punto
de llegar a considerar a Juan de la Cruz Varela un posible segundo Fidel Castro en
América Latina. En el universo de la identidad de los pueblos y a través de ella del
reconocimiento de los otros, la intolerancia que emana de esta documentacidén
invita a pensar en la fabricacién del anticomunismo que ha caracterizado nuestra
historia desde los tiempos de los radicales del siglo XIX como un fenomeno de
intolerancia politica que vale la pena estudiar, y para esto los contenidos de los
documentos del Departamento de Estado norteamericano son claves.
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THE FOREIGM SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

himerican Embasay,
Bogotd, Colombia,
August 17, 1960,
CONFIDEXTIAL
CFFICIAL=-TNFOEMAL

Dear Alj

I was very much interested in your memoranda of conversation
dated August & and August 9 an the subject of José Marfa Chaves.

Chaves has been back in Bogotd for a couple of weeks now and
I, for one, am not quite sure what he has up his sleeve. 1 bumped
into him at a British Enbassy reception last Saturday but did mot
have an opportunity to talk with him. Also; the Ambassador received
an invitation from Martin del Corral {(President of the Bapco de
Bogotd} for a luncheon "in honor of Josaf Marfa Chaves™, Both the
Ambassgador and T were at & loss to explain why del Corral should be
giving a luncheon in honor of Chaves. As it turned out, the Ambassa—
der was unable to accept the invitation because of a previous engage—
ment.

You will recall my memorandum of August 12 concerming & eall
on me by Mr. Elton T. Barrett, Fresident of the Trak Electronics
Company, on the same sabject as your memsrardun of SAwgpuszt 5. In
that conversation I had told Barrett that the best way of ascertain—
ing Chaves! true asscciation with Seleeds would be te go across the
strest and ask Father Salecede himself. Barrett, while indicating
that he would de so, said that he was a litde surgr to have
heard from me the statement that Salesde and Chaves hdve severed
relations, sinee e had been in Salecede’'s office only the day before
and Chaves was present there. Barrete did mot retum so I de not
koow what Father Saleede told him in regard te Chaves. In any case,
it seems that our friend Chawves is still active on many fronts and
that we may not have heard the last of him.

Simceraly,
Mil T wells
Chargé diAffaires, a. i.
Albert H. Gerberich, Esquire,

Office of West Coast Affairs 3
Bureau of Intur—&mricu'l Affairs, r____n_z'ﬁxsslm !
Department of State, I-"ﬂl'-hnrll
Washington.

B}g N,
CONFIDENT TAL -——":.fmm i
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7 " THE FOREIGH SERVICE
Imu: 1 H OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
‘M_E__ .
Ame rican Embassy,
Bogotd, Colombia,
Aungust 18, 1960.

CONF IDENTIAL
GFFICIAL ~ INFORMAL

Dear Al;

Last evening I saw José Maria Chaves again at a German Embassy
cecktail party and had about twe minutes' private conversation with
him, When I came in be was talking with the Chargé of the Holy Ses.
After the Honseigneur left us, I was able to have a few words privately
before the inevitable interrupticns.

In answer to my QUEry As to what be was doing in Hopotd Chawves
gaid he was bere to talk ower some ideas of hiz (vague te me) with a
number of people, and that he expected to return to the States toward
the latter part of the month, He mentioned that he had paid a
courtesy call on the Ambassader, Omne interest, he said, was in talk-
ing with Colombian Frotestants {not Americans or other Cereigners)
about the Frotestant situation, Specifically, he theught the time
had come to test the constitutionality of some of the Rojas Pinilla
regime decrees restricting Frotestant worship. He thought it was
ridiculous that vhereas the commmists were perfectly free to dis-
seminate their doctrine, it is illegal uwnder certaln circumstances
for Protestants to de se. He thought the time had come to seek the
abrogation of some of these deerees and expressed the opinion, even,
that Colembian Frotestants should likewise be permitted to worship
openly in mission territory. Unfortunately, the time and place did
not permit drawing him our on the subject but I invited him to drap
in at the Embassy to talk more about it. He promised te do se.

Sincerely,

g

Milton K. Wells
Chargd d'Affeires, a. i.

Albert H. Gerberich, Esquire,
Office of West Coast Affairs, Fi
Bureau of Inter-American Affairs, [___-EE‘_E'L&S&]?IED

Department of State, Authomity a
Washington. n:'m:
— AR DR £
CONF T DENRT TAL e
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PR CHD AT THESATIDHAL AFLHIVED

Decmmber 15, 1960
Juan ds 1 Crus VARELK
Alberto Bampar
Fsrnan Echavarria )-== of the Centro de Estudios Scolales.
Manuel Ulloa

After the mesting in Mr. Mamn's effice we talked at some length in the hall with
the Colombisns and I asked them if they thought Jusn de la Orus Varels, the head of
the eomunist in the Upper Susapas reglon, is & Commurdst. They unanimously de-
elared that taly s Comwunist and at oo grest palns to conteal if. I asied
ssat in ths Colombien Comgress ar "guplente” to Alfonslte Lopes,
i They sald this 1=
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HﬂﬂhmhﬂmtittmﬂmmmmufthﬂmﬂlﬂHﬁlﬂm
in Golembis, In the oourse of the sonversstion they asked Alfonsito poimt-blank if
he wam n Comommist. HBe denisd it emohatically and also seld he wa: paither seeking nor
agoepting Commnist support. Thl;ruhdhintn-hlmhuulhu_thtmdfm,
and he said be would do so, Howswer, he hos not fulfilled this promise. At this podnt
Echavarris said he wouldn't trust Alfonsite under any circusstances, no mattsr -hat
ba sald, Ha said it 1s well-kmown thet sinee AlTonsito has besti in the 0.5, he has
sought out Rea, Castro’s emissary, and has hed two comversatlioms with him. Saaper
admitted that om the subject of Castro, Alfonsits had not glven thom much satisfaction.
Bs statsd that he himself has & fesling that there ls sometbing unstabls wmemtally
about Alfonsitel and that others hawve noted this.

l:un.iu;huktnfmh,Iuhﬂt.b-hnuumthtnnuﬂuhhhnlfh&u
thm-,-ndtwuu-h-mbnnmwmuummwn_mtnrnu

Jflife
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| DECLASSIFIED
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RO AT THE HATIONS, ABLTINTY

Has

of tha Centro repressotatives
afd 1t wes like going imts a pprt

fap ]
iy undsr his control

that ares as far back as the mid-thirties.
did pot thimk 1t was

back s 193k, and setively organising the
t this podnt
ononzs recently,
He

memwnm RETEEE

- ELE

i “Hl

DECLASSIFIED

12/16/60

) seems to ba elesring uwp comnsiderably,
Merohln, = Commmist, sesms to ba loaing his gripthare,

£

eouthern Cuendinamaron

Iummmtm:mmw-thmntutm{mm

ASAGHET 1C0sAHGeTberLohbeag
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