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Range extension of Trachycephalus imitatrix (Anura: Hylidae) in 
the Atlantic Forest of Brazil
Extensión de la distribución de Trachycephalus imitatrix (Anura: Hylidae) en la 
Mata Atlántica de Brasil

Heithor Simão Diniz 1*, Clodoaldo Lopes de Assis 1, Rodrigo Carrara Heitor 2, Renato Neves Feio 1

ABSTRACT
The hylid frog Trachycephalus imitatrix is known from the Atlantic Forest of Brazil and Argentina. 
Here, we report a new locality for the species from an Atlantic Forest fragment in the state of Minas 
Gerais, Brazil. The new record extends the distribution of T. imitatrix 232 km to the northeast. We 
propose more stringent protection of this newly documented site for T. imitatrix.
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RESUMEN 
La rana hílido Trachycephalus imitatrix se conoce en la Mata Atlántica de Brasil y Argentina. En esta 
contribución, reportamos una nueva localidad para la especie de un fragmento de Mata Atlántica en 
el estado de Minas Gerais, Brasil. Este nuevo registro extiende la distribución de T. imitatrix 232 km 
al noreste. Proponemos una protección más estricta de este sitio recientemente documentado para T. 
imitatrix.
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The hylid frog genus Trachycephalus Tschudi, 1838 com-
prises eighteen species, which seven of these species oc-
cur in the Atlantic Forest (Frost c2023). Trachycephalus 
imitatrix (Miranda-Ribeiro, 1926) can be distinguished 
from all congeners in this region by having a large brown 
parallelogram with dark edges that covers its dorsum from 
the eyes to the sacral region (Lutz 1973). This species is 
endemic to the Atlantic Forest and is known from moun-
tainous regions in the southeastern Brazil (Frost c2023). 
Céspedez et al. (2020) recently reported the first occur-
rence of the species from Argentina. Here, we expand the 
distribution of T. imitatrix in Brazil.

Our discovery took place on 22 Oct 2013 during a field 
expedition in Espera Feliz municipality, Minas Gerais, 

Brazil (20°31’33.24” South 42°03’39.60” West, 1340 m el-

evation). The fragment sits within the northern portion of 

the Serra da Mantiqueira. We observed numerous T. imi-

tatrix during a reproductive explosion on a rainy night at a 

natural pond populated with emergent vegetation (Typha 

sp.). The location is a well-preserved area within the for-

est fragment, although it showed signs of cattle trampling. 

We deposited one male and one female, in the herpeto-

logical collection of the Museu de Zoologia João Moojen, 

Universidade Federal de Viçosa (MZUFV 16001–16002). 

Specimen collection was authorized under license SISBIO 

10504-5. Subsequent field expeditions were conducted in 

the area, but T. imitatrix was not observed again.

Figure 1. Locality-level geographic distribution of Trachycephalus imitatrix: (1) Céspedez et al. (2020); (2) Bertoluci and Rodrigues (2002); (3) Silva et al. 
(2017); (4) Matavelli et al. (2018); (5) Cruz et al. (2009); (6) Miranda-Ribeiro (1926); (7) present record.
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This report expands the geographic range of T. imitatrix 
232 km northeast of the nearest previously known locality 
in the Parque Estadual do Ibitipoca (Fig. 1). The availa-
ble scientific literature for T. imitatrix suggests that this 
species is associated with protected areas (Lutz 1973, Ber-
toluci and Rodrigues 2002, Cruz et al. 2009, Silva et al. 
2017, Matavelli et al. 2018), which could indicate its low 
tolerance for human disturbance. Although the forest frag-
ment where we discovered T. imitatrix lies within an “Área 
de Proteção Ambiental”, this Brazilian protected area cat-
egory does not guarantee robust protection (Euclydes and 
Magalhães 2006). We thus encourage the creation of a 
more stringent protected area to better safeguard this spe-
cies and other co-occurring biodiversity.
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