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that consciousness of the need for English has 
become a “way of thinking” for many young 
professional people in the country.
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learning to help towards a deeper understanding 
-
-

economy”. Usma Wilches condemns this vision as 

an emphasis on “cultural openness”.
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rent contexts involved and the type of bilingual 

at by the Gimnasio Moderno in Bogotá calling 
their English language programme “Nuestra 
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their foreign language programmes in the light 
of school philosophy and the student exit pro-

were related to emphasis on foreign language 
teaching and learning. These are represented in 
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programmes. According to a study carried out 

is widespread belief in the country that only 
schools which intensify contact with English to 

the number of hours per week devoted to the 
teaching and learning of English or any other 
foreign language. We also need to look at the 
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good idea of certain key aspects which are nee-

development. These may be summarized in the 
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their self esteem and provide them with op-

far these aspects are evident in the teaching of 
English in Colombia. We will concentrate on the 

lack of primary school English teachers and how 
to solve the teacher supply problem at primary 
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in seven public elementary schools in the city to 
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ning in teaching English at primary school level 

most of the class periods were spent on organi-

“Teachers tend to use the target language only 
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or group work noted.
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to restricted use of the target language for basic 

while comprehension is assured mainly through 

“it is important for elementary school English 
teachers and policy makers to gain understanding 

a foreign language in elementary public schools”
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“it is surprising to note the relevance of the re-

-

was on the country and the world. 

of helping primary school children learn English 

(sic) de nosotros y si de pronto nos mandan para 

based approach with the teaching and learning 

increase the number of hours per week devoted 

English classes were scheduled once a week for 

to enhance understanding of a complex reality 
and help to “move towards a more enlightened 

We can see here in the results of these studies 
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which often does not prepare them to face 
-

perceived between by the teachers of their own 

-

professional development course for six months 

courses on the teaching and learning of foreign 

foreign language skills. By means of group dis-
-

the teachers gradually got to the stage where 
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aprender inglés”
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Another project related to primary school tea-

-
chers maintain that the top down model applied 

leaves many voices silenced and does not allow 

their felt needs are for professional development. 
This project resonates with the concerns of re-
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locally constructed knowledge on language tea-

evaluate current and new developments in lan-
guage teaching approaches and methodologies 
should help teachers value their own constructed 

to the knowledge and insights gained from the 
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of researchers in bilingualism at Universidad de 
los Andes to propose guidelines for the imple-

aspects of teacher training and development. 

students see these bilingual teachers as people 

of the global community.

-

Spanish. We would advocate providing teacher 

language. This is based on the premise that a 

-

only with the foreign language department. This 

is important that teachers should deepen their 
understanding of the basic principles of bilingual 

can explain to parents the reasons for decisions 

or the other and why certain subjects are taught 

which focus on methodological principles which 
underlie the teaching of certain content area 

Standards document some useful examples of 

of English support the school curriculum and 

programmes for teachers are geared to catering 

few which focus on provision for bilingual teachers 
who need to teach curriculum areas through the 
foreign language. As a headteacher of a bilingual 

Educación pusiera eso dentro de las carreras de 
educación bilingüe.”

the English immersion programme in San Andrés 
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-

the kind implemented in the Sede Caribe de la 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia could well 

but also as part of the process of helping their 
learners interact with each other in meaningful 

of people who share a concern or a passion for 

development for students in the public sector. 

envisage a way forward for the development in 

References

-

-

Cadavid, C.

-
lum.Ïkala. 

Ortiz, D. I

Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates.

at th

Conference.

-
th

MEN/Universidad de los Andes.
-

Colombia. MEN/Universidad de los An-
des 



Anne-Marie Truscott

-

-

port 6: Power, Ethics and Validity. 

-

J. Cenoz&F. Genesee (Eds.) Beyond Bilin-

-
dares Básicos de Competencias en Lenguas 

Educación Nacional.

Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates.

-
rada a la Realidad. Memorias Bilinglatam 

 (in progress). 

-

“Francisco José de Caldas”.

policy in Colombia. Exploring processes of 

Valencia Giraldo, S.

in Colombia

Valencia Giraldo, S.

English language teaching (ELT) in public 

the symposium 

theory


