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and Santa Catalina was declared by UNESCO as 

-

many problems to solve and much to do. The 

the environment and life style of islanders is also 

-

portant topic around the world. Taking care of 

deteriorate our progress. There are also many 

-
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to the environment on the island with the guidance of their tutor Randy Roy Stephens. 

-

their experience leads to a discussion on the demands of following this approach in the 

immersion program.

ment. We must take care of the environment not 

that is why everybody needs to live under good 

-

caused by bad use of sewer services in San Andres 

the sea. Garbage use and garbage disposal are 

of garbage on it. Tourists usually come and use 

how much garbage they make. Although the go-

vernment has come to realize that is it crucial to 
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work on this problem and try to implement more 

-

lized that even though the island has so many 

problems related to sewer services there are 

to solve them. Living on an island is not so easy 

this side of the island. 

days on San 

we visited 

many beau-

tiful places 

and we also 

found out a 

worked together because we wanted to show 

-

Environ-

mental Views on Paradise that was printed and 

We thank everyone for their support and hard 

work during the research and interviews that we 

made and we hope you enjoy knowing about 

our experience.

By reading lots of 

materials from 

the library at the 

University and 

by interviewing 

people on the 

island we were 

able to gather 

important information for our magazine. To 

has recognized that our planet is the only one we 

the natural resources and the environment is not 

only necessary but also mandatory for everybody. 

to be concerned about the environment due to 

brought a lot of problems to our lives. A lot of 

-

government along with its 

dependencies like Coralina 

-

-

environmental problems on this island have been 

developed successful recycling programs yet. 

us to love and to do everything we can to take 

produce less smoke...; everything we can do. On 

to have a clean San Andres; this is related to 

preserving natural resources and to the use of 

-

the middle of the sixteenth century that the use 
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-

gerous not only for the environment but also 

for human beings. 

People used to burn garbage thinking that is 

garbage makes the land become dry and hard. 

land became too hard and the rain water did not 

produced by burning garbage caused the death 

of the microorganisms that enrich the land de-

increases erosion.

-

related to dispatching licenses that guarantee the 

good use of the environment; having appropriate 

disposals for garbage according to the island 

needs; keeping a good control for enterprises 

that collect and transport the garbage; and 

maintain a clean environment.

Company which is under the control and help of 

Control of Public Service. Trash Buster Company is 

material is carried to Cartagena. 

-

-

-

been working hard. They are planning how to 

responsible. Our magazine project invites us to 

and to start recycling so we can have the best 

a commitment for everyone.

Another important part of our magazine is related 

are connected to public sewer. The waste water 

produced by people connected to this system is 

discharged into the sea without any further 

processing. Social groups that have this service 

located at the northern of the island. This does 

not mean that all persons located within the 

is certain is that poor people of the archipe-
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-

water is not the most desirable in areas where 

the aquifer San Luis is located. The depth of the 

the coastal area of San Andrés it is common to 

see pipes coming out of houses and extend to 

-

 

of heavy growth. Urban growth around coastal 

-

drainage to the sea during the high rainy season 

-

areas of the natural drainage water system in 

People think that the island needs its sewage 

and involvement of specialized operators in the 

provision of water and sewerage services on the 

the island. The resources that are collected from 

-

-

periods. Linking a specialist operator to ensure 

systems should be considered as a project of 

strategic importance.

where we could learn about the environmental 

that garbage control and the sewer system on 

the island were the most important topics to 

discuss in our magazine. We ended up learning a 

and grammar needed to discuss about them.

-

manding task not only for the students but for 

the tutor as well. Teaching the language needed 

for the demands that students are going to face 

leave students alone in the process and just ask 

with lots of challenges and eventually will start 

using their mother tongue to solve them. Plan-

-

content and language achievement. 
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language-driven to content-driven approaches. 

and there is usually non-academic content such 

consider content and language equally important. 

Bilingual immersion programs are an example of 

these.  The English immersion program has aimed 

at becoming a content-driven approach by using 

 as a method to improve teachers’ 

language skills. The program promotes English 

acquiring academic skills and also knowledge on 

that community. We know that a language implies 

factors when learning it. This is the case for the 

immersion program and project work has been 

developed a magazine about environmental 

issues on the island. Other groups have worked 

on plays about myths and legends of the island 

the Caribbean. These experiences have shown 

us that the learning process for teachers is 

more meaningful when developing a project 

community because that is their actual source of 

are staying are more involved with the program 

academically and teachers seem to be using the 

-

to apply it in their own schools and with their 

students. This has been one of the most important 

achievements of the immersion program because 

it can not only impact the teachers but also their 

schools and students. The program might be then 

this methodology for language learning. Research 

which also apply to task project approaches. Topics 

are easier to remember and learn; and there is 

immersion program are not only related to the 

learnt a lot from the experience of guiding these 

projects and from trying to balance content and 

trying new things. They have also become more 

students’ needs and interests. Tutors know that 

-

process a meaningful experience by taking the 

students out of the classroom and challenging 

a project has also empowered tutors to be more 

involved with their students learning process and 

with their learning styles and preferences. Tutors 

have also worked together to help one another 

place to learn about a language and a culture. 

-


