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About if Latin America
Needs a Proper Labor
Sociology
Reflections from the
results of the Colombian
labor market research

Anita Weiss

The purpose 01 this article is to invite to Ihe
discussion about if Latin America needs
proper labor sociology, with theories and
procedures different of the developed coun-
tries. For this, the author works four (4) the-
matic axes. First and as an introduction,
some frame general elements about the ob-
[eel of analysis are presented. Second, a
context of the economic and managing Co-
lombian situation is presented in several as-
pects. which leads to elaborate a reflection
about the individualization process of work-
ers in the Colombian industrial sector, being
emphatic in how this process is related with
the flexibility in the labor policies adopted in
our country.

Some Thoughts About
Public Accounting
Adolfo Dodero
The countable diversity avoids an indiffer-
ence treatment of the accounting in the en-
vironment of the public sector There is no
perfect system but applications more or
less adapted to the economic and manage-
ment reality of each country. Starting from
the polemics inclUding into this, it is evi-
dently to treat it into the university account-
ing programs.

In this article, first, it is planted the
difficulty that exist for the delimiting of the
Public sector, that is the field of action of
the Public Accounting. to conclude that this
one, because of its nature it is classified as
Micro accounting of each institution of the
government.

The public accounting is nor conse-
quently classified as macro accounting,
nor the non-profit firm but a register
method applied individually to those who
participate in the public sector, In the case
of institutions that take the shape of private
entities, although the owner is the State, it
will adapt to the established accounting
techniques for this kind of firms If it is
about some kind of law figures reserved
only to the management of the accounting
system, it must be established legally as

budget accounting or patrimony, or combi-
nation of both systems,

Next. the Conceptual Frame of Pubic
Accounting is analyzed, for which. it is take
up the categories of Accounting Principles,
presenting the existing dichotomy between
the acting rules of Public Sector and Private
Sector. Here it concludes that even if it is
true that some principles can be homologate
in both systems. others necessarily have to
be put into the Public Sector environment.

To extend the principles of patrimo-
nial accounting to the buoqet accounting,
is then, a difficult task and a sterile one: a
budget handled with an exclusively reward
criteria can furnish, for the expenses and
income control, so poor information, as a
balance built under a case criteria,

Finally, it approaches the problem of
conciliate two points 01 view that has prime
in the Public accounts: the Budget and the
patrimonial accounting, to get to the con-
clusion that they are two different informa-
tion systems that complete each other and
for so, has to be treated as such.

Evolution of the Account
Normative in Colombia
Ernesto Maria Sierra Gonzalez
Observing the context in which the account
norm in Colombia has evolved, since the
Bilbao Ordinances until what today is
known as the Accounting Normalization
Period, the article starts from considering
that accounting should not be seen as a
variable isolated Irom society, but on the
contrary that it develops in a changing
world that introduce social, cultural, eco-
nomical and political aspects,

Having into account that society is
where exchanges are originated and when it
evolves turn out to be production, distribution
and consumption relationships, Resources
that constitute the controlling purpose of the
accounting discipline, which takes care of
their own tasks of representation, measure-
ment and valuation to satisfied the different
information needs as they appear. There are
then a number of people interested in such
information and the State starts to intervene,
regulating and orientating the change of ac-
counting practices.

Due to the influence of the continen-
tal European system and the characteris-
tics of development of Ihe Colombian
economy. the main source to develop the
work is the normative associate with the
accounting that has been produce through
history in Colombia, showing different peri-
ods to those of economic history,

This way, four periods are proposed,
characterized by particular historical cir-

comstences. that conciliate transforma-
tions in the conception of the norm, as:

Hispanic period: Since the colony un-
til 1853 (first commerce code)

Patrimonial period: Since 1853 until
1918 (establishment of the rent tax)

Fiscal period: Since 1918 until 1986
(First autonomous norm about accounting)

Accounting Normalization period:
Since 1986 until our days.

It is justified to undertake the con-
struction 01 a historical proposal 01 the Co-
lombian accounting founded in its old nor-
mative expressions, since. they haven't
been study until now, in a systematic way,
The background, the current situation and
the perspectives of the accountinq norm,
are elements without which it turns impos-
sible to pretend a future projection, In ad-
dition, it can be establish how each stage
and moments for which the economic
structure has passed, has an influence in
the account practice and in their most im-
portant contributions.

Competitivity
of Colombian Industry
an evolution balance
in the 90' s
Florentino Malaver Rodriguez
This article makes a balance of the evolution
of competitivity in Colombian industry in the
90's decade. It is proposed a systemic con-
ception of competitivity that when it pleads
for a "quality of competilivity". ties this notion
with the improvement of quality life in the
country. with its development. Then it shows
the fall in the competitivity index in the indus-
try during the decade, and points out thai
this one was associate to Ihe damage 01
macroeconornc conditions, that fall into a
rise of costs arid the corsracuon of industry
markets; also to the incidence of middle fac-
tors such as over-costs and delays resulting
from the backwardness of productive infra-
structures of the country. and over all, the
"crisis" althe end of the decade in employ-
ment and science and technology, this is, in
the two factors most importants for the de-
velopment of dynamical competitive capabili-
ties. In the middle level, it is analyze and
project also; the institutional developments
come up to the treatment of the productive
chains and clusters. Then, in the micro line
are shown: the advances in government
support to the management competitivity:
the neec to bound these actions with other
promotion mechanisms (such as clusters
and chains); and the need to go deep into
the study of charqes occurred within Ihe
firms. Finally, in the state level it is take out
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an evolution in the notion of compelitivity
that opens the spectrum of the strategies
towards developing it.

Public Management
Searching Letigimacy
Pierre Muller
This article presents the seventh arid last
chapter of the book' The public policies"
written by Professor Pierre Muller, in which
he builds a reflection about the future of
the State arid Public Marlagement.

To accomplish this goal, Muller's work
attacks three main aspects: first, it presents
an argument about the relationship between
legal logic and manecernent logic, Follow-
ing, the author draws some major aspects
in the valuation of public policies, arguing in
particular about the problem of Ihe rational-
ism of public action Finally, some charac-
teristically elements of the French model
transformation about public policies are
identified and presented.

Conceptual
Development of
Benchmarking and
Thougts of Practical
Appliance
Case: Enterprises With
Biotechnological Process
Sandra Garavito Rojas,
Elizabeth Suarez Uribe, Oscar
Castellanos y Jose Stalin Rojas
Benchrnarkinq at a national level has been
considerate into the management tools as
a short time answer that implies the quanti-
tative comparison but riot the learning. For
this application beirlg right and il fits to the
needs of the country, different conscer-
ations in its execution had to be incorpo-
rate to what is generally known as
Benchmarking, It is essential to take into
account elements that allow a context of
this instrument to the management local
culture that traditionally presents some ob-
stacles when it comes to share information
about its politics, process or strategies,
With this purpose, a conceptualization ex-
ercise of the Benchmarking was undertake
for the specifically case of the biotechno-
logical sector of the country, which allows,
thanks to the proposals and recommenda-
tions of experts (in technological manage-
ment, Benchmarking and biotechnology) to
formulate a methodology of its own and a
concept according to the expectations of
the productive sector.
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Arguments to Rethink
the "Development"
Maria Luisa Eschenhagen

Development has been an issue of discus-
sion since a few decades, in social sci-
ences as in economics. These arguments,
generally, are turn around the analysis
about how to improve development, how or
where to locate the Southern Countries,
what ideologies to use to make develop-
ment, etc, But it's necessary to change the
angle of this thoughts, slnce it has been
proved that many of this discussions have-
n't lead to any substantial suggestion to di-
minish the current problems In the so
called Third World. So, this paper pretends
to approach the problem from a different
perspective and considering new arqu-
ments, that unnrnne time hasn't been take
into account and has been formulate in a
very interesting way in the past years, The
issue of the paper is to present three argu-
ments to point out the need to rethink, from
its basis, the concept of development.

In the first part a reflection about what
is a world vision and its importance in a so-
ciety will be made. analyzing how "devel-
opment" due to its particular structure of
thought was moving, and even eliminating,
the great diversity of world visions and
substituting, meaning, homogenizing them.

In the second part a short balance is
made about the results obtained from the
concept of development, after its system-
atic implementation in the last fifty years,
taking two principal axis, poverty arid envi-
ronmental problems, Has the development
altain his goals?

in the third part the concept of devel-
opment is analyzed as a whole, avoiding to
fall into the former analysis patterns (de-
velopment -underdevelopment, center-
periphery, etc.}, but to review the develop-
ment concept as a discourse, that gener-
ates its own dynamic to feed itself.

Subsidiarity as a
Macro-Organizing
Principle:
The case of the
European Union
Philippe De Lombaerde,
Liliana Lizarazo Rodriguez y
Gabriel Sanchez Avendafio

From the point of view of integration dy-
names in the European Union. the subsid-
iary principle has become a common word
between joumalisls politicians and econo-

mists without it is known exactly the con-
ceptual dimension of itself,

In this contribution irs seek to explore
this concept, towards its origin, its law char-
acter, its economic validity and its politic
use, to, then try to clarified it. It's important
to stand out that even if exist subsidiary at
different levels, here will be studied mostly
at the level of the relation between the
State and supranational, with emphasis in
the European Union experience.

Retributive Fees for
Hidryc Contamination
and its Application in
Colombia: An Economic
Instrument Towards
Sustainable
Development

Yecid Angarita Palma

The economy demands renewable and
non-renewable natural resources and it's
a user of residual absorption capacity that
has the natural environment. But yet and
differently to other economic transactions,
this exchanges are not ruled by market re-
lationships. According to the reports of the
World Resources Institute and United Na-
tions, Colombia has an availability of
33,630 cube meters per year for each per-
son, which puts itself in the average situa-
tion of Latin America, which is almost five
times bigger than the average world avail-
ability that barely reaches 7.700 cube me-
ters, For Colombia, where hydrcclimalical
and topographical conditions guaranteed
in moslly ail the country a good water sup-
ply and a dense hydrographic net, how-
ever there isn't clear regulating politics for
the use of water resources Under this
particularity, it is necessary the establish-
ment of precise environmental politics, In
this case it is analyzed the experience of
the Regional Autonomous Corporations
and Urban Environmental Authorities ob-
tained during the process of implementa-
tion of the retributive fees lor water pollu-
tion (Decree 901 of 1997) and it is
analyzed if they harmonized with sustain-
able development. The implementation
process in some corporauons is already in
the last phase (41% of the entire Environ-
mental Authorities are in this phase), This
economic tool recently introduced in the
covnfry. tries to match the social costs
with the private costs to diminish externan-
ties, towards the internalization of costs,


