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A new era in the publication of biomedical content in the 
Revista de la Facultad de Medicina: continuous publication
Un nuevo capítulo en la publicación de contenidos biomédicos en  
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In the ever-changing landscape of scientific publishing, biomedical journals must con-
tinually adapt to meet the demands of a fast-paced, interconnected world.1 Accordingly, 
the Revista de la Facultad de Medicina (Universidad Nacional de Colombia) in recent 
years has made several changes in its publication policies, including the publication of 
its contents only in digital format (2017) and in English (2021).2,3 Along the same lines, 
starting in 2025, the Journal will adopt a continuous publication model, under which 
articles will be published as soon as they complete the editorial process, without the need 
to wait for a certain number of articles per issue to be submitted, thus allowing readers 
to immediately read, download, and cite the articles. This major change reflects the 
Journal's commitment to improving the accessibility, immediacy, visibility, and global 
reach of biomedical research.4

The traditional model of publishing scientific articles in an annual volume issues, while 
historically effective, has limitations in the current digital era.4 Delaying the publication 
of peer-reviewed articles that have finalized the editorial process until an issue is 
completed has created unnecessary bottlenecks, especially when research findings are 
time-sensitive. Continuous publication solves this problem by ensuring that articles are 
available online as soon as they undergo the peer review and copyediting process.5

This publication model is consistent with the growing expectations of researchers for 
immediate access to the most recent studies. By the same token, authors prioritize the 
rapid availability of their papers, and therefore, once the peer review and copyediting 
stages have been completed, any delay in the publication of their work that is beyond 
their control is frustrating. By implementing continuous publication, the Journal aims to 
optimize the time elapsed from manuscript acceptance (after a rigorous editorial review 
process) to its publication online for reading, downloading, and citation purposes.5

Regarding the publication of biomedical articles only in English in the Revista de la 
Facultad de Medicina, this decision was made to increase our impact factor, since studies 
published in English are more visible worldwide and, consequently, have a higher 
citation potential.2,3 In fact, since that policy was implemented, along with an even 
more rigorous initial methodological review, the Journal's impact factor has increased 
considerably, from a CiteScore in Scopus of 0.6 in 2021 to 1.1 in 2023. It is well known that 
English is the lingua franca of science, and it enables researchers from all over the world, 
regardless of their native language and place of origin, to interact with the findings 
published in the literature and to create new knowledge based on such information.6
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In this sense, by standardizing the publication of articles in English, with open access 
and under a continuous digital publication model, the Revista de la Facultad de Medicina 
attempts to ensure that its contents are available to the largest possible audience, increas-
ing the visibility of the published articles and making it more attractive to new authors. 
Concerning the latter aspect, it should be noted that although policies such as the publi-
cation of articles only in English entail extra costs, the Journal will continue to be an open 
access publication and will not charge authors for the processing of their articles, not even 
at the translation stage, since once accepted for publication, the articles will be translated 
into English by our official translator. The English version will be forwarded to the authors 
so that they can review and approve it prior to publication.

While the adoption of a continuous publication model aims to optimize publication 
times, it is worth emphasizing that the articles submitted to the Journal will continue 
to undergo a rigorous editorial process that includes an in-depth methodological and 
content review by the Journal's editorial team, under the guidance of the editor-in-chief, 
and double-blind peer review. The purpose of this approach is to ensure that the articles 
accepted for publication meet the highest standards of scientific and editorial quality.
This change is a milestone in the history of the Revista de la Facultad de Medicina, as 
the continuous publication of articles in English not only expands its reach, but also 
positions it as a dynamic platform for the dissemination of high-impact research in the 
region.2,3 Therefore, we welcome readers, authors and reviewers to join us in this new 
chapter and work together to publish biomedical articles with the highest quality and 
accessible to the scientific community around the world. 
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